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The Pastor’s Message

can’t believe that summer is almost upon us! Now that I have finished my Assumption
College courses, final exams, and submitted the students’ grades, I have a whole bunch of
free time at my disposal. In addition to having every Tuesday and Thursday free, I don’t

have to grade anywhere from 30 – 90 papers or exams every weekend. This leaves me time to
do the long overdue fall cleanup of oak leaves from around the shrubs. It also leaves me time to
walk the dog. I recently saw a poster in the vet’s office that said, “If your dog is overweight, you
aren’t getting enough exercise.”

As some of you have noted, my schedule during the school year is somewhat crazy, especially
for someone who is not a spring chicken. Between teaching 3 courses each semester, my
counseling practice, and my church responsibilities I commonly work 80 hours a week, 90 on
weeks when I have extra church commitments or an exceptionally large number of papers to
grade. This is why summer feels like a sabbatical to me. It gives me time to read, time that I
don’t have during the year. It also gives me time to spend with my wife and take the two annual
thousand-mile drives to visit our children and grandchildren.

The other day, when I was admiring the sign in front of our church (that is kept current thanks to
both the manual labor and the relentless prodding for sermon titles of Scott McKeen), I thought
about what this sign communicates to the community. It is a way of letting passersby knows that
something is happening at this little church. We have already had several people visit our church
because something in the sign piqued their interest.

I

Our Mission Statement

We are a community of faith believing in the power of
prayer and seeking earnestly to deepen our spiritual life

and share the love of God with others.
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I contrast this with the sign outside a Unitarian Universalist church in our area. Beginning the
first Sunday every June, the sign reads: “We are on sabbatical for the summer. See you in
September.”

I don’t think what this church sign is talking about is a sabbatical. I think it is more of a
vacation. A sabbatical is supposed to be a time of refreshing, like the Sabbath day that is
observed by the Creator in the Book of Genesis. When God tells Israel to “remember the
Sabbath and keep it holy,” he is not telling them that everyone should take at least one day off a
week from work, though this is important and healthy. He is not talking about taking a vacation
every summer, though this, too, is important and healthy. He is telling us (indeed, commanding
us) to set aside time and energy from our busy schedules every week and every year to nourish
the spiritual dimension and center of our life.

In this church, we do not close down for the summer. We might take a vacation from work, but
we do not take a vacation from God or from Sunday worship. Our summer worship attendance
is only slightly lower than our regular weekly attendance, which is relatively rare for churches in
our area. This indicates that we grasp the difference between a sabbatical and a vacation.

I like the arrangement we have with Pilgrim Church for summer coverage, where the Reverend
Jonathan Wortmann of Pilgrim Church preaches at both churches for five weeks and I cover both
churches for the other five. This arrangement enables both Jon and me to take a vacation at no
pulpit supply expense to either church. It provides built-in coverage for both churches in case of
funerals or other pastoral emergencies. It enables us to keep both churches open, so people can
worship in a space where they feel comfortable. It also enables us to continue to be with each
other at our coffee hour time of fellowship, which is an important part of our Sunday morning
experience. Unfortunately, because I will not be here for half the Sundays and because there is
so little time between the two services, we do not hold the Sunday morning Bible study that has
become a weekly sabbatical experience for me and several of our members.

This summer our worship service will be held at our regular time: 11:00 AM. If you need to
attend an earlier service because of plans for the day, Pilgrim Church will be holding their
service at 9:30 AM. I do need to remind you, however, that they don’t have a coffee hour like
ours!

I hope you not only have a great vacation this summer, but a meaningful sabbatical. I hope you
take the time to read something that is spiritually challenging or uplifting. In this vein, I would
suggest Dan Brown’s Angels and Demons, which just came out in film, or William P. Young’s
The Shack. I am thinking of doing a study group on both of these books this coming fall.

I also hope to see you at Sunday worship!

Faithfully yours,
Reverend Paul D. Sanderson



First Community Church Newsletter Summer 2009

Page 3

Missions Offering For June

For June, we will collect “filled” Love
Loaves to support the Heifer Project.

Heifer’s mission is to end hunger and poverty while caring for the earth. For more
than 60 years, Heifer International has provided livestock and environmentally sound
agricultural training to improve the lives of those who struggle daily for reliable

sources of food and income. And since 1944, we have helped 48 million people through training
in livestock development and livestock gifts that multiply.

Every gift of an animal provides direct benefits such as milk, eggs, wool, fertilizer, as well as
indirect benefits that increase family incomes for better housing, nutrition, health care and school
fees for children. Recipients “Pass on the Gift” of offspring of their cows, goats and other
livestock to others in an ever-widening circle of hope.

Heifer currently works in more than 57 countries, including the U.S.

It is not a stretch to think you can help end

hunger worldwide for a song…

Join Heifer International at Overlook Farm for the 2009 International Fair
June 27 and 28 11 AM – 4 PM

Fun for the whole family

A walk through the Heifer Global Village representing various areas of the world will immerse
fair attendees in the sights, sounds, and smells of these cultures and Heifer’s global development
efforts. Enjoy Dale Perkins’ Horse Show; music from local groups; horse-drawn hayrides and
more. Purchase organic foods or bring your own picnic.

Admission: $5.00 per person / children 12 and under are free!

Heifer Learning Center at Overlook Farm 216 Wachusett St. Rutland, MA 01543 508.886.2221
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Missions Offering For July -- Haiti Mission

Haiti remains the least-developed country in the Western Hemisphere and one of the poorest in
the world. Nearly 80% of the population lives in abject poverty. Maternal and infant mortality
rates are among the highest in the world, and malnutrition rates are very high. Illiteracy stands at
48%. For many Haitians, the road out of poverty leads to Miami or elsewhere in the developed
world.

“For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord…to give you a future and a hope.”
(Jeremiah 29:11)

In 1986 God impressed upon me this word from the prophet Jeremiah to take it back to the
Haitian people on my second visit there in 1988. I did share this word with them then and still
carry it in my heart today concerning Haiti. God’s eye is on the nation for good and though it
seems slow in coming, I believe he has a plan for them, to raise them up and out of the poverty
they have known for so long.

His Royal Ministry’s work in the south of Haiti is part of that plan to educate the children in our
school there and to preach the Gospel in our two churches.

Our extended hand here at First Community Church in Southborough also enters into God’s plan
for them, bringing hope and the blessing of our love and concern for them. My hope is that we
will have joy in our hearts, knowing we are making a difference in Haiti.

Mattie L. Cummings
Executive Director, His Royal Ministry

Missions Offering For August

In August, our Mission Offerings are donated to
the Rape Crisis Center of Central Massachusetts.
Since opening their doors in 1973, the mission
of the Rape Crisis Center of Central Massachusetts (RCCCM) has been to
provide quality and multicultural services to those whose lives have been
impacted by sexual violence. They also provide education geared toward
ending violence. RCCCM serves the geographic area of Central Massachusetts. Our offices are
located in Worcester and Fitchburg. Counseling may also be available at outreach sites
throughout Central Massachusetts.

At the RCCCM, we use the word "survivor" rather than "victim" to describe someone who has
been raped or sexually assaulted in order to reflect one’s strength and healing capacity. Our
agency services are based on a philosophy of empowerment. We recognize that sexual assault is

End the Silence...
End the Violence



First Community Church Newsletter Summer 2009

Page 5

a violation motivated by power and control and is never the survivor’s fault. RCCCM
counselors help survivors regain a sense of control and power over their lives and find the right
options for them.

Our spiral logo symbolizes the healing journey for survivors. The spiral’s center represents the
initial aftermath of sexual violence. The intersecting rays on the spiral symbolize the impact that
sexual violence has on all aspects of our lives and our healing journey. As we travel this path
and build resilience, strength, knowledge and awareness, the intersecting rays of impact
diminish.

The Rape Crisis Center of Central Massachusetts is proudly one of the first rape crisis centers to
be established in Massachusetts. Founded on the philosophy of empowerment and based on the
leadership of survivors, the RCCCM has served as a leader within the movement to end sexual
violence. The center is committed to the provision of comprehensive services to the
communities within our service area, which now includes 47 cities and towns in the Greater
Worcester and Fitchburg/Leominster areas. In addition to the services that we provide to our
local community, we operate Llámanos y Hablemos, (“call us and let’s talk”) a statewide
helpline and training program, serving the needs of Spanish speaking survivors of sexual assault.

Our Vision is:
 That each survivor has access to culturally appropriate services.
 That communities are actively engaged in prevention.
 That systems be well coordinated and survivor-centered.
 That survivors lead all aspects of the community response to sexual violence.

As a freestanding rape crisis center, the efforts of the entire agency are focused on the issues
related to sexual violence. Our sole commitment to these issues results in a deep and widespread
impact throughout Central Massachusetts.

Spring Yard Sale

It’s a date!! June 13 at the church from 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM.

We are down to the last week for collecting all your clean and
in good condition clothes, appliances, knick-knacks, toys, baby

items etc. (No Books Please)

You can drop your items off at the Church. There is a
designated spot waiting. If you need help with large items, call
the church or speak to anyone on the Stewardship Committee -
we will have someone to assist you with pick up.

We need help with setting up, selling, and cleaning up. We can use ALL the help we can get!!

The Stewardship Committee

Darlene Sanderson, Garcia Passley, David Sickles, Joyce Harrington, Sherrie Jodrey,
David Crane and Scott McKeen
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Just A Phone Call Away

In case of a pastoral emergency during the summer months, call (in this order):

1. Reverend Sanderson (508) 873-0534 (cell)

This will always get through to me. I will be around most of the
summer, so I will be available to respond personally most of the
time. If I am out of the state, I will help you contact

Reverend Wortmann, who will be covering for me the weeks I am away.

2. Reverend Wortmann (508) 479-8000 (cell)

3. Bob L’Heureux (508) 485-9389

In the rare event that neither Jonathan nor I is available, Bob will have a list
of other pastors from our area who can provide pastoral coverage.

Report Of The Diaconate

Choir Appreciation Sunday was held May 17. We are so blessed to have such a talented and
dedicated choir, choir director and organist. Thank you and kudos to all of you for the beautiful
music throughout the church year.

The church will welcome new members to our congregation on Sunday, June 7. Having new
people join our congregation is an exciting and happy day in the life of our church. Please join
us in welcoming the new members on that day.

Scott and Sandy McKeen have donated a new Keurig Coffee Maker to our church. Coffee lovers
rejoice! Please remember to unplug this marvelous little invention after you have treated
yourself to a cup of java.

The Diaconate has posted a new church-wide calendar in the Vestry. We invite all who plan
meetings, special events, etc. to write these special dates on the calendar so that everyone can
take advantage of all opportunities.

The Spiritual Growth Group has concluded and will resume in the fall. We can all look forward
to the next study theme after the summer. We are indeed fortunate to have Pastor Sanderson to
lead us in these discussion groups.

This summer Pilgrim Church and First Community will again share pastors for the Sunday
morning worship services. The service time for First Community will remain at 11:00 AM as it
is all year. Rev. Jon Wortmann and Rev. Paul Sanderson will take turns doing both services at
each church throughout the summer. The Deacons will take responsibility for opening First
Community and make sure everything is ready and in order for each of the pastors and
congregation. The shared services begin June 28 and regular services will resume in each church
on September 13.

There will be Diaconate meetings on Tuesday, June 2 and Tuesday, August 4 at 7:15 PM. The
Diaconate wishes the entire congregation a safe and happy summer.
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A Blast From The Past

125 Years Ago
1884 – August -- Southville

 On Sunday night August 24, Elmer Jones’ store in Southville was entered by thieves and
a quantity of cigars and tobacco stolen. The thieves have the satisfaction of robbing a
poor unfortunate cripple of the means of obtaining an honest living.

100 Years Ago
1909 – June -- Southville

 The congregational Sunday school picnic was held Tuesday at Lincoln Park. They were
in company with the S.S. of Southborough Center. A good time was had.

1909 – July -- Southville

 “Grandpa” Chickering having the honor of being the oldest person in town, was
presented one day last week with a very handsome gold-headed cane from the Boston
Post. He is 90 years young, and is erect and well preserved for one of his years. He is
an earnest Christian worker, and Sunday usually finds him in his accustomed pew.
Mr. Frank Dexter Newton of Fayville had the honor of making the presentation.
(Editor’s note: The Boston Post newspaper handed out these canes to most of the eastern
Massachusetts towns to pass from oldest resident to oldest resident. Many have been
lost but in a few towns, duplicates are used to continue this nice tradition).

 The Congregational people held their second Sunday school picnic at Lake Chauncy last
Thursday, the day seeming to become one in which the cooling watermelon was the most
fitting dessert, together with the many luscious cakes, pies, and sandwiches which kindly
and generous hands supplied. The tables were spread on the broad veranda; plates were
laid for some 70 participants. The tables were decorated with beautiful bouquets of
sweet peas from the garden of Mrs. Samuel Clark. The mothers were in charge and
when everything was ready, the “children were called in.” Among the active ones seen
were Mrs. Frank Chickering, Mrs. Cheney, Mrs. Clark, Mrs. Day, Mrs. Works and
Mrs. Rogers. Many came by their own conveyances, some by trolley and some by steam
cars. After dinner cheery groups were seen enjoying the beautiful shade, some riding
over the “calm summer sea,” while others patronized the moving picture entertainment.
At the close of the day all decided the hours had been well and happily spent.

75 Years Ago
1934 – June

 Alec Nelson was a member of the graduating class of Peters High School and was given
the honor of the prophecy. (Editor’s note: Alec was Ethel Armstrong’s brother)

1934 -- July

 A.F. Hubley resumed his position in Boston after his annual vacation.

 Mrs. W.N. Nelson is spending a vacation at her former home in Moncton, Nova Scotia
(Editor’s note: this should be New Brunswick).
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1934 -- August

 A group of young ladies of the Sunday school of the Federated church have been
enjoying camp life at Barrington, N.H. being chaperoned by Mrs. Prentiss Pemberton
and Mrs. Frederic Twombly. The young ladies were Ruth Hayward, Pearl Stockwell,
Ethel Nelson, Aime Hayward, Eleanor Blake, Priscilla Lincoln, and Barbara Stockwell.

50 Years Ago
1959 -- July

 Vacation Bible school was a combined project of the Federated Church and Pilgrim
Church, July 13-24. The attendance from our church was between 35-40 young people
(age 4-13). Those driving to alleviate a transportation problem were Mrs. John Dewey,
Mrs. Marion Dobson, Mrs. Earl Vatcher, Mrs. Velma Holmes, Mr. Louie Hoisington,
Mrs. Jane Kersenbrock, Mr. Reed Sherman, Mr. Wesley Nelson, Mr. Ronald Nelson,
Miss Betty Cameron, Mrs. Marilyn Meserve and Mrs. George Knight. Miss Barbara
Smith, Mrs. Jack Kersenbrock, Marion Dobson and Mrs. Dailey taught classes. Many
mothers supplied cookies for each day’s session and also for the evening program. In
the program each group had a particular part and then the parents visited the rooms to
see the various projects, which had been made.

The vacation Bible School committee was made up of Mrs. Helen Hoisington,
Mrs. Ruth Lindsay and Mrs. Adelaide Hyde.

25 Years Ago
1984 – June

 On June 17th Rev. Elven Riggles, Jr. was called by the membership as the new pastor.
He began his new responsibilities on July 1st. He received a BA in Theology from
Berkshire College, a Master of Divinity from Andover Newton Theological school; and
a clinical pastoral education from Boston City Hospital. In addition to providing 25
hours to First Community Church, he works 20 hours as assistant pastor and head of
Christian education at Pilgrim Church.

From The Desk Of The Collector

It’s June! The summer solstice is almost here. Maximum daylight hours!! My favorite time of
the year. When we leave Church, we still have at least 8 hours of daylight. This year has the
maximum number of days between Memorial Day and Labor Day. That means there are 14
Sundays we might be away enjoying the summer. It also means 14 Sundays that we truly still
NEED your support. While it is true we do not have big fuel bills during the summer, most of
our other expenses are fixed.

If you are not going to be attending our Church for several consecutive weeks, please consider
making your pledge a little early or availing yourself of the opportunity to mail your pledge to
the Church at 137 Southville Road, Southborough MA 01772. And as always, thanks for your
generous support.

Jim Holmes, Collector
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Women’s Fellowship

The Women’s Fellowship met on Tuesday, May 5 for a brief business meeting and at 7:00 PM
welcomed our neighboring Pastor and friend Jonathan Wortmann.

Jon shared so many wonderful adventures he has had on summer trips with the Youth Group of
Pilgrim Church. Many of these adventures have been life changing for both the people being
ministered to and for the youth becoming involved with the lives of others. The program was
well attended and enjoyed by all.

Just a reminder, June 16 is “Dinner Night Out” for the Fellowship at 6:00 PM at the Wayside
Inn.

Also for those ladies who said they would help with some church kitchen clean up, the date is set
for Thursday, June 18 at 10:00 AM. See you there -- Marlene, Karen, and Mattie.

Please help us help others!

First Community Church Shopping List for the Summer

For the summer months, we will be collecting all donations that are appropriate and
you are willing to give. Choose from the list below or consider making a check out
to First Community Church of Southborough with a note earmarking it
“Southborough Food Pantry.”

Food Items Rice Pilaf, Coffee, Juice Boxes

Toiletries Toothpaste, toothbrushes, dental floss, soap, shampoo

Cleaning Supplies Laundry detergent, bleach, & dishwashing liquid

Paper & Plastic Goods Napkins, paper towels, toilet tissue, plastic storage or
sandwich bags, wax paper, and aluminum foil

The collection box is located next to the L’il Shoppe for you to drop off your items. If you
prefer, you can call Cathy Ten Eyck (508-481-3517) to come by your home and pick up your
donations.

From The Editor

The next edition of the Newsletter will be the September issue with all of our “Back to Fall”
Schedule of Events and meetings. Please have everything submitted no later than Sunday,
August 16.

Articles and/or dates for the calendar may be submitted to Cheryl Holmes by:

(508) 460-0142
244 Flanders Road
Westborough, MA 01581 caholmes@charter.net
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To Katherine Lee Jordan, daughter of Carol Jordan, who graduated Magna Cum

Laude on May 16 at Bentley College. Katherine earned her Bachelor of Science
Degree in Accounting.

We wish her well in her future endeavors.

From Our Missions

Dear Members,

Thank you so much for your recent donation
To benefit the families associated with the
Southborough Food Pantry.

The Southborough Food Pantry exists to help our friends and neighbors when times are tough.
This would not be possible without your help and the help of others like you.

Sincerely,

Barbara Jandrue
Director

United Parishes of Southborough Inc.

Pilgrim Church St. Mark’s Church First Community Church
St. Anne Church St. Matthew Church

From Our Members

To all our friends and members of First Community Church,

Your kind expression of sympathy is deeply appreciated and gratefully acknowledged by the
family of Donald.

Thank you for this tribute.

Love,
Barbara Bresse
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From Our Choir

Dear Deacons, Members, and Friends of First Community Church,

All of us in the choir would like to thank each of you for “Choir Appreciation Sunday.” Thanks
for the special coffee hour and our cake. But most of all thanks for your support and
compliments each Sunday.

We love making a “joyful noise” to honor God and all the wonderful things he has given to us.
We truly are a blessed Church family.

With many thanks and much appreciation,

Your First Community Church Choir

Organist: Michael Larson
Choir Members: David Sickles, Director

Joan Brunelle Beth Hook Martha Nutting
David Crane Martha Hubley Darlene Sanderson
Cheryl Holmes Marlene Joe Evelyn Till
Jim Holmes George Nutting

With Our Special Thanks To --

 The Board of Trustees for organizing the “Spring Clean Up Day.” A special thanks to
all those who helped in each of their own special way to make our church grounds and
gardens look so beautiful -- Barbara & David Crane, Karin & Bob Farmer, Jim Holmes,
Beth Hook, Sandy & Scott McKeen, George Nutting, and Skip Willman.

 The “Bottles & Cans Gang” -- Barbara Crane, Karin Farmer, Beth Hook, Martha Hubley,
Bob L’Heureux, Scott McKeen, and George Nutting for all their fine efforts to bag up all
that plastic and aluminum for Cash to make its way into the General Fund. A big thanks
to Mattie Cummings who heads this fundraiser up faithfully each year.
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Fall Morning Worship at 11:00 AM
Rally Day & All Church Cookout

Sunday School Registration & First Day
Choir Back in Full Voice

All beginning

Sunday, September 13

Birthdays
Barbara Crane 1st

Tyler Hilbert 10th

Barbara Masterman 14th

Kalyann Willman Teasley 19th

Adelaide Elliott 23rd

Kiyah Hansberry 23rd

Darlene Sanderson 23rd

Justin Hubley 24th

Anniversaries
Skip & Sharon Willman 20th

Peter & Beth Hook 23rd

Birthdays
Bud Hubley 2nd

Lynn Webster 9th

Peter MacGregor 12th

Pat Grogan 16th

Martha Hubley 21st

Kristen Sanderson 21st

Tom Sickles 22nd

Dave Sickles 27th

Karin Farmer 28th

Jackson Willman Teasley 28th

Sandy McKeen 29th

Anniversaries
Bud & Martha Hubley 6th

James & Rowena Robertson 17th

Francis & Pat Grogan 18th

Jeff & Stacey Willman 24th

Birthdays
Toby Mountain 8th

Michael Nelson 12th

Tim Deschamps 14th

Scott McKeen 14th

Martha Templeman 19th

Mattie Cummings 24th

Walter Hite Sr. 31st

Anniversaries
Lee & Mattie Cummings 1st

David & Barbara Crane 18th

Tim & Ann Deschamps 24th



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2

7:15 PM
Diaconate Meeting

3 4 5 6

7
WELCOMING OF NEW MEMBERS
TO FIRST COMMUNITY CHURCH

10:30 AM Choir Rehearsal
11:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service

Sacrament of Holy Communion

Coffee Hour following Worship Service

8 9 10 11

7:00 PM
Church Council

12 13

9:00 AM – 2:00 PM

14

10:30 AM Choir Rehearsal
11:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service

Coffee Hour following Worship Service

15 16

6:00 PM
Women’s Fellowship
Dinner at Wayside Inn

17 18

10:00 AM
Church Kitchen

Clean Up

19 20

21
LOVE LOAF COLLECTION

10:30 AM Choir Rehearsal
11:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service

Strawberry Shortcake
Social following
Worship Service

22 23 24 25 26 27

28
SUMMER WORSHIP
SCHEDULE BEGINS

11:00 AM Worship Service
Rev. Jonathan Wortmann

Coffee Hour following Worship Service

29 30

June 2009
Missions - Love Loaves for

The Heifer Project



JULY MISSIONS
“His Royal Ministry” -- Haiti Mission Church

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

SUMMER
WORSHIP

SCHEDULE

1 2 3 4

INDEPENDENCE
DAY

5

11:00 AM Worship Service
Rev. Jonathan Wortmann

Sacrament of Holy Communion

Coffee Hour following
Worship Service

6 7 8 9 10 11

12
11:00 AM Worship Service

Rev. Jonathan Wortmann

Coffee Hour following
Worship Service

13 14 15 16 17 18

19
11:00 AM Worship Service

Rev. Jonathan Wortmann

Coffee Hour following
Worship Service

20 21 22 23 24 25

26
11:00 AM Worship Service

Rev. Jonathan Wortmann

Coffee Hour following
Worship Service

27 28 29 30 31



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

SUMMER
WORSHIP

SCHEDULE

1

2

11:00 AM Worship Service
Rev. Dr. Paul Sanderson

Sacrament of Holy Communion

Coffee Hour following
Worship Service

3 4

7:15 PM
Diaconate Meeting

5 6 7 8

9
11:00 AM Worship Service

Rev. Dr. Paul Sanderson

Coffee Hour following
Worship Service

10 11 12 13 14 15

16
11:00 AM Worship Service

Rev. Dr. Paul Sanderson

Coffee Hour following
Worship Service

September Newsletter Deadline

17 18 19 20 21 22

23
11:00 AM Worship Service

Rev. Dr. Paul Sanderson

Coffee Hour following
Worship Service

24 25 26 27 28 29

30

11:00 AM Worship Service
Rev. Dr. Paul Sanderson

Coffee Hour following
Worship Service

31

August Missions
Rape Crisis Center of Central Massachusetts


